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Christmas ... 
A Time to Share 
At Christmastime we like to share 
Our gifts with those we love, 
But how much more we ought to share 
Cod's Gift sent from above. 
Christ did not come for us alone, 
Or for a privileged few; 
He came to give His life for all, 
That men might be made new. 
'Tis strange how we can think so much 
Of lights and Christmas trees, 
And think so little of the lost 
In lands across the seas. 
For Cod so loved the world He gave, 
So we must learn to give 
Our money, effort, and our prayers, 
That dying souls might live. 
Since Christmas is a time to share, 
Let's give ourselves anew, 
That heathen seuls in lands afar 
May hear the gospel, too. 
Fred D. Jarvis 
Christmas 
A Monthly 
Inspirational Paper 
For Senior Citizens 
DEC. 9 1983 
Christmas time is here again 
With all its glitter and gold. 
Brings to our mind once more 
The sweetest story ever told. 
The birth of the baby Jesus 
Of many long years ago, 
Who died on the Cross to save us 
From sin-that His Word we might know. 
Christmas with all its brightness 
Should mean so much to man; 
More than just its gold and glitter; 
Christ came to earth to save all men. 
So let's remember this Christmas 
With all its glitter and gold; 
The birth of the baby Jesus 
And the sweetest story ever told. 
C.F. Bartlett 
For God So Loved 
the World ... 
by 
Sherri Galloway 
How often do we forget the true meaning of 
Christmas? We get so caught up in ourselves, 
shopping, gifts, decorations, T.V. specials, 
parties, friends, family ... The miracle of a very 
special event is pushed far behind the scenes. 
The great impact of that miracle is little thought 
of. Too many people suppose it has I ittle 
relevance for life today. 
But man is just as much in need of a Savior 
today as he ever was. And that is what Christmas 
is really all about. Man's much needed Savior 
was born-Jesus Christ-the Savior-God in the flesh . 
As Isaiah prays, "But we are all as an unclean 
thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy 
rags; and we all do fade as a leaf; and our 
iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away. 
And there is none that calls upon thy name, 
that stirs up himself to take hold of thee: for thou 
hast hid thy face from us, and hast consumed us, 
because of our iniquities." (Isa. 64:6-7). 
Man was separated from God. Sin blocked all 
fellowship with God, and man had no way of 
breaking through, of bridging the gap created by 
sin . 
" And the Lord saw that there was no (worthy) 
man, and wondered that there was no intercessor 
(helper): Therefore he brought salvation ... " (Isa. 
59:16). 
The Lord graciously provided a way for man to 
be reconciled to Him. He provided the only way. 
The sins of man could only be erased by the 
sacrifice of a man, and so Christ, "Who, being in 
the form of God, thought it not robbery to be 
equal with God: But made himself of no 
reputation, and took upon him the form of a 
servant, and was made in the likeness of men: 
And being found in fashion as a man, he 
humbled himself, and became obedient unto 
death, even the death of the cross" (Phil. 2:6-8). 
Christ's sacrifice-that of Himself-erased 
man's sin once for all. He provided the way for 
reconciliation . We only need to believe. (Acts 
16:31) . 
This, dear friends, is the beautiful message. 
Christmas is the beginning of this great work of 
God. This year, let us not dare forget this story. 
Not only now, but every day, may it be real in 
our lives. 
by 
Qr. James ·T. Jeremiah 
THY WORD IS. A LAMP UNTO MY FEET, AND A LIGHT UNTO MY PATH. 
He Made the Day 
A Christless Christmas is like a counterfeit 
dollar! They both lack reality. 
Two children were busily engaged in trimming 
a Christmas tree that their father had set up in 
the living room. As the little boy hung a star on 
one of the branches, he said to his older sister, "I 
wish I had been born on Christmas Day." "Why?" 
she asked. "Because Jesus was born on that day." 
"No, He wasn't," the sister retorted. "When Jesus 
was born, it was just like any other day. HE made 
it Christmas!" 
Now, whether or not December 25 is the 
actual date of our Savior's birth is not the point I 
want to emphasize. But 'what the little girl told 
her brother does suggest a wonderful truth. Our 
Lord was not born on a special day that was 
already filled with deep religious significance. 
No, His birth gave the day its true meaning-HE 
MADE IT CHRISTMAS! 
Christ is much more than a day in history. 
"And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth 
the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, 
Abba, Father. Wherefore thou art no more a 
servant, but a son; and if a son, then an heir of 
God through Christ" (Galatians 4:6,7). 
Christmas ought to be expressed for us as an 
experience rather than an event; an experience 
based upon the Living Christ who came that day. 
Something wonderful happened: But what really 
did happen? The Apostle Paul gave us the record: 
"But when the fullness of the time was come I 
Cod sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made 
under the law, that we might receive the 
adoption of sons" (Galatians 4:4,5). 
What happened? God sent His son, Jesus 
Christ, into the world. 
When did it happen? It took place "when the 
fullness of the time was come" (v.4). It was not 
one day too soon, not one minute too late. 
How did it happen? He was born of a woman, 
Mary, a virgin from Nazareth. "The Holy Ghost 
shall come upon thee," the angel said to Mary, 
"and the power of the Highest shall overshadow 
thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall 
be born of thee shal I be cal led the Son of God" 
(Luke 1 :35). 
Where did it happen? He was born in 
Bethlehem, a little village in Judea in Palestine. 
He came to Israel, a people who "were under the 
law" (Galatians 4:5) . But He came for the whole 
world. 
Why did it happen? He came because the 
world was in bondage and needed to be set free 
from sin, from death and judgment. He came to 
save, redeem, give life to lost sinners. 
Everything December 25 stands for by way of 
spiritual blessing is true because of our Saviour's 
birth. Without Him there would be no Christmas I 
in the right sense of the word. Yes, Christ made 
the day joyous almost 2,000 years ago-and He 
still makes the day the same way in 1983: 
One day when heaven was filled with His 
praises, 
One day when sin was as black as could be I 
Jesus came forth to be born of a virgin, 
Dwelt among men-my example is He! 
Chapman 
At Christmas time we ought to be more 
concerned about why Jesus came to Bethlehem I 
than why we should give or receive gifts. It's 
much more important to have the reality of 
Christ than it is to have the tinsel of this world. 
~ 
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A Christmas Quiz ... 
How well do you know the Christmas story as 
presented in the book of Luke? Here is your 
chance to prove yourself; I have written the story 
below (KJV). See if you can find the twelve 
errors: 
And it came to pass ... that there went out a 
decree ... that all the world should be taxed. And 
all went to be taxed, everyone to a different city. 
And Joseph also went up from Galilee out of the 
city of Capernaum into Judea ... to be taxed with 
Mary his espoused wife, being great with child. 
And so it was, while they were there ... she 
brought forth her second born son and wrapped 
him in a manger because there was no room for 
them at home. 
And there were in the same country shepherds 
abiding in the field, keeping watch over their 
flock by day. And lo, the angel of the Lord came 
upon them ... and they were not afraid. And the 
angel said unto them, "Fear. For behold I bring 
you good tidings which shall be to a few people. 
For unto you is born this day in the city of David, 
a Saviour, whi.ch is Christ the Lord. And this shall 
be a sign unto you: ye shall find the babe 
wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a 
manger.'' And suddenly there was with the angel, 
a multitude of the heavenly hosts, praising 
God ... And ... the shepherds said to one another, 
"Let us go tomorrow even unto Bethlehem and 
see this thing ... " And they came slowly and 
found Mary and Joseph, and the babe lying in a 
manger. And when they had seen it they kept 
quiet. 
The purpose of this feature is to encourage you 
to continue using the talents and gifts that the 
Lord has given you right through your retirement 
years. 
Each month we share with you the stories of 
men and women who are busy demonstrating the 
love of God and are faithful in their work for 
Him. 
Faithfulness does not exempt us from trials, 
however. In May of this year our Senior Servants 
were the Martins from Detroit. They were 
faithfully serving the Lord at Tabernacle Baptist 
Church, singing in the choir, playing the piano, 
and being an example and encouragement to 
those around them. They were also celebrating 
their 60th wedding anniversary. The day of their 
celebration, they were involved in a serious 
automobile accident. They were both critically 
injured, hospitalized for several weeks, and it 
was thought he would never walk again. The 
Lord worked a miracle in their lives and once 
again they are in church faithfully serving. If you 
could chat with them I am sure they would tell 
you that God works ALL things for His good, 
even those seemingly tragic events. 
Another couple we have featured are the R. E. 
Lyons from Cambridge, Ohio. Rev. Lyons is a 
'retired' minister. He and his wife lead extremely 
active lives in the area of distribution of Christian 
literature. Each month they receive 50 copies of 
Living Springs which they mail out singly, take to 
■ 
( 
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-nursing homes, retirement centers, funeral 
homes, and other places. Each month they write 
asking for more copies to be sent to them 
because they have run out and have more places 
to put them. Rev. Lyons wrote recently that he is 
now wearing a neck brace for a type of arthritis, 
and Mrs. Lyons is homebound with arthritis in 
both knees. She also faces surgery to remove 
cataracts on both eyes. I am sure that these 
physical problems complicate their ministry, yet 
they are still faithfully spreading the good news 
of salvation. 
October's issue brought Carrie Bartlett to us; a 
lady who has blessed us by sharing her poetry 
with Living Springs for about five years. Mrs. 
Bartlett has a deep burden for a son who is not 
living for the Lord. This has not kept her from 
remaining faithful to the Lord. 
Each month as new Senior Servants are 
presented, remember them in prayer, that the 
Lord might give each one the strength to remain 
faithful in his or her work for Him. Then, find an 
area in which you can become faithful to the 
Lord. The possibilities are endless regardless of 
your health, financial status, or other limitations. 
"Being confident of this very thing, that he who 
hath begun a good work in you will perform it 
until the day of Jesus Christ" (Philippians 1 :6). 
Put your dependency in the Lord and He will be 
faithful to sustain you each day. 
* I 
Jesus' Birth Foretold 
In the Old Testament 
Isaiah 7:14 "Therefore the Lord himself shall 
give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive 
and bear a son, and shall caU his name 
Immanuel." 
Isaiah 9:6 "For unto us a child is born, unto us 
a son is given, and the government shall be upon 
his shoulder; and his name shall be called 
Wonderful, Counselor, the Mighty God, the 
Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace." 
Prophesy of Jesus' birth fulfilled in New 
Testament: 
Matthew 1: 21-23 "And she shall bring forth a 
son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS; for he 
shall save his people from their sins. 
Now all this was done, that it might be fulfilled 
which was spoken by the Lord through the 
prophet, saying, Behold, a virgin shall be with 
child, and shall call his name Immanuel, which, 
being interpreted, is God with us." 
Reason For His Birth: 
John 3:17 For God sent not his Son into the 
world to condemn the world, but that the world 
through him might be saved. 
<i'!ME ! 
MOTHER'S MEMORIES 
by 
Mrs. David Canine 
The door opened and in burst our grandson, 
Mike, with the announcement, "Grandma, Linda 
and I have set our wedding date. What do you 
think?" 
What do I think? My mind raced back to the 
time, only a short while ago, when his mother 
had burst into the room with the announcement, 
"Mother, Warren has asked me to marry him!" 
What did I think? My mind raced back again to 
another time, a snowy day in January when 
Warren had called from Chicago where he was a 
student at Moody Bible Institute with the 
announcement, "It is a boy! Pat is fine and we 
have named him Michael Warren." 
What do I think? "No, it cannot be-the little 
boy who had called me "Grandma" for almost 21 
y,ears was old enough to be married." However, I 
was happy for him because I truly believed that 
the girl he was going to marry was God's choice 
for him. 
Time! How it passes. Time! We take it so 
lightly. Time! We think we have so much of it. 
Time! What is it? It is life, yes, time is what life is 
made of. "For what is your life? It is even a 
vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then 
vanisheth away" (James 4:14). 
God has given us 24 hours in a day. Some 
hours are already boxed in. Approximately 12 
hours are needed for sleeping, bathing, dressing 
and eating. But with a little addition and 
subtraction there are at least 12 hours left. What 
do you do with those 12 hours. How much time 
do you spend with God? 
In Ephesians 5:16 we read, "Redeeming the 
time, because the days are evil." In paraphrase it 
might read, "Make the most of the time you 
have. Do not waste it but use every minute 
wisely because we live in wicked and difficult 
days." 
To redeem time we must set aside time for 
God. Sunday, the first day of the week, should be 
the day we worship God at His house both 
morning and evening. There should be no 
question, "Will we go to church today?" It should 
be scheduled into the week as an established 
activity as eating and sleeping are. 
God has ordained the first day of the week as 
His day. 
The question should never have to be asked, 
"Did you read your Bible today?" or "Did you 
pray today?" Time for Bible reading and prayer in 
each individual's life should be established daily 
just as bathing and brushing teeth are. 
When Becky, our daughter, was quite small, I 
sent her to the basement for a can of fruit for our 
evening meal. When she opened the pantry door 
she screamed, "Oh, there's a ma ... oh, it's 
Daddy." 
There was her Daddy kneeling in prayer. She 
was a very frightened little girl, Daddy's prayer 
time was interrupted, and I am not sure we ever 
got the fruit from the pantry shelf for the meal. 
But Becky learned what the closet of prayer 
meant. There was never any question in her mind 
about the importance of spending time with God 
individually and alone. 
Time, your time will soon be gone. Spend each 
day and each week with God. Time spent with 
God gives guidance for life, peace in spite of 
problems, wisdom for decisions, strength for the 
day. 
Only one life, 'twill soon be passed, 
Only what's done for Christ will last. 
(copied) 
Puzzle ~~aron Banzhof 
Find the word defined, then put the first letter 
of the word into the acrostic to spell a name 
given to Christ in Luke 2:11 . 
2:12) 
(Mt. 1:20) 
Jn. 5:4) 
What Christ was wrapped in (Lk. 
Appeared in a dream to Joseph 
Through faith we can have this (I 
A name for Christ (Mt. 1 :5) 
The father of Jesse (Mt. 1 :5) 
How many will react (Lk. 1:14) 
Decode this verse. Clue: H is 8 
a:)1ofa ~ 
paq 0 
Ianu-eww 1 
AJO:P! A 
1a~u v 
saqiop ~LI!IPPEM S 
:sJaMsuv 
1 14 4 19 8 5 19 8 1 12 12 2 18 9 14 7 6 15 . 18 20 8 1 
19 15 14, 1 14 4 20 8 15 21 19 8 1 12 20 3 1 12 12 8 9 19 
14 1 13 5 10 5 19 21 19; 6 15 18 8 5 19 8 1 12 12 19 1 22 5 
8 9 19 16 5 15 16 12 5 6 18 15 13 20 8 5 9 18 
Merry Christmas from: 
~~ fjw.cla _fisMA' 
~~ ~~ 
~ 
J~ 
19 9 14 19. 
r e_,_ w~ 
and the rest of the Living Springs Staff 
